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and considerate, winning the regard, and in some cases the loyalty, of the servants whom Parliament sent to attend him. He read much—theology, poetry, and Shakespeare's plays.1 He played cards and chess, and, since there was no bowling-green at Holmby, was allowed to ride over to Althorpe for a game.
He was willing to entertain any proposal submitted to him, but he still evaded the definite answer, delaying, arguing, raising false hopes. It was an exasperating game for his opponents. He simply disbelieved in the sincerity of the men who came to bargain with him, and was perfectly sure that they could not lay the foundations for a lasting peace. The only thing that mattered was to gain time, for time would make England speak with a clear voice and demand to be ruled by her King, not by a corrupt clique of Parliamentary politicians. Perhaps the most exasperating thing of ai was that the King was probably right. He was waiting for the Restoration, and, by any ordinary calculation, the Restoration might have come any time within the next few years. What upset ordinary calculation and delayed the thing for fifteen, was a phenomenon that King Charles could hardly appreciate. It was the genius of Cromwell.
It is hardly possible to be just to this very remarkable man within the limits of a biography of King Charles. His greatness, outside the military sphere, is not yet apparent; the most questionable part of his life is under review. Anathema to the Royalists, he would soon be detested by. the majority of his Roundhead colleagues, For more than a century after his death, he was generally regarded as an unscrupulous and hypocritical adventurer, and the evidence for this view was collected mainly from
• "The constant companion of these his solitudes/' says Eikono-klastes. The source is suspect, as the book accuses him, in earlier days, oi indecent behaviour with women in the theatre; and hints at parricide and sodomy. Such, are the methods of seventeenth-century controversy, yet one is. sorry to see them under the name oi John Milton.

